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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Life of Hiuen Tsiang Centuries before biography
became a business, before the peccadilloes of Royal mistresses and forgotten courtesans obtained a market
value, the writing of the Master s life by some cherished disciple was both an act of love and piety in the Far
East. The very footprints of the famous dead became luminous, and their shadows shone in dark caves that
once withheld them from the world. Memory looking back viewed them through a golden haze; they were
merged at last in ancient sunlight; they were shafts of God rayed in the tangled forests of time. In this spirit,
then, the man of compassionate feeling (such is the rendering of the Sanscrit Shama), the Shaman Hwui-li,
took up his tablets and wrote the life of Hiuen-Tsiang. The Master had already written his immortal Si-yu-ki or
Record of Western Countries, yet the sixteen years of that wonderful quest in far-off India, of cities seen and
shrines visited, of strange peoples and stranger customs, cannot be crowded into one brief record. And so we
watch the patient disciple waiting on those intervals of leisure when the task of translation from Sanscrit into
Chinese is laid aside, when the long routine of a Buddhist day is ended, waiting for the impressions of a
wandering soul in the birthland of its faith. The Life is supplement to the Record. What is obscure or half told in
the one is made clear in the other. Hwui-li begins in the true Chinese manner with a grand pedigree of his hero,
tracing his descent from the Emperor Hwang Ti, the mythical Heavenly Emperor. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes...
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