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KF27 . S39 2004 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)55589906 Subject: High technology industries -- Employees -- Training of
-- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 Today, we will examine various strategies underway in Georgia and nationally
to improve student achievement and teacher performance in math and science edu-cation, and how a well-
educated science and technology workforce enhances job cre-ation and economic vitality. The importance of
elementary, secondary, and post-secondary math and science education to Georgia and the Nations high tech
economy is apparent. Georgias science and technology workforce is ranked 11th in the Nation and continues to
grow, its biotechnology workforce ranked 9th. The U. S. Department of Labor projects that new jobs requiring
science, engineering, and technical training will in-crease four times higher than average job growth nationally.
Clearly, workers re-quire a solid academic foundation in science and math to succeed in this high tech
workplace and to remain competitive with students from other nations in our global economy. However, only
two out of every one hundred high school graduates will ever ob-tain an engineering or technical degree.
Consequently, only nine out of a thousand women and eight out of a thousand minorities will ever obtain an
engineering de-gree. Worse, most of the graduating class in Americas high schools are either not prepared or
not su iciently motivated to pursue advanced study in science, math, engineering, or technology fields.
According to the National Assessment of Edu-cational Progress, fewer than one-third of all U. S. students in
grades four, eight, and twelve performed at or above proficient levels while a third...
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