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Excerpt: . ajax loquitur I, Ajax, whether Telamon or Teucer
matters not, otherwise known as Old No. 9, feeling the burden
of years, have no compunction--now that I am doomed to the
scrap-heap--to indulge in the same vanity as many of my
human congeners, and herewith give the principal facts
concerning my career and experience, with a few prefatory
notes as to my family history. I am the child of invention and
experiment, the epitomised embodiment of centuries of
thought. I was ushered into the world by a legion of mechanics
and philosophers. My genealogy can be traced to very
respectable pagan parentage. Long before the advent of the
second Prometheus, a singularly talented Greco-Egyptian,
Hero, revealed a secret long hidden by the Egyptians, and
demonstrated the power of steam by the strange gyrations he
made one of my ancestors, yEolophile by name, to perform....
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