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defined. The blank knowledge of facts which is all that most readers gather from their historical studies, is a
mere deposition of rubbish without cohesion, resting upon no basis of theory applied to the political
development of nations, and accounting for the great stages of their internal movements. To such persons
history is an old almanac merely. It is because of this estimate placed upon the past efforts of the human family
that an intelligent man could be led to say that he thanked God that he had never charged his memory with a
single historical fact; that, on the contrary, he had, out of profound contempt for a sort of knowledge so utterly
without value in his eyes, anxiously sought to extirpate from his memory any relics of historical records which
might happen to survive from his youthful studies; that the whole vast series of history had become a
wilderness, and his mind, as touching all such absurd knowledge, under the blessing of Heaven, a tabula rasa
Outside of a somewhat doubtful self-congratulation upon the extent of his own ignorance, and an almost too
credulous thankfulness to God as the author of it, there is here a sort of truth which is only grasped by a strong
mind trained to look on but one side of a subject. But this view of history is only a libel upon human
understanding. It is a parallel with the conclusion reached by the ancient philosopher, when walking over a
battlefield where the skeletons of the slaughtered whitened the plain, that the men who fought in that conflict
were all...
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